Experimental infection of domestic cats by cowpox virus.
Infection of young domestic cats by cowpox virus isolated from sick rodents (family Muridae) revealed their high susceptibility to the virus; a severe disease with 100% lethality developed after oral inoculation as well as upon skin scarification. The disease in dermally infected animals was accompanied by eruptions on the site of inoculation. High concentration of the virus was detected in lungs of animals infected by either of inoculation routes. The data testify the possible participation of domestic cats as intermediate hosts in the circulation of cowpox virus.